LIBERALISM   AND  THE  MONARCHY
This naive belief in institutions is an echo of the pre-
revolutionary belief in " a constitution " as a panacea for all
the evils from which France suffered; and, indeed, the Liberal
reminds one very closely of the reformer monarchists of the
days of Louis XVI. Guizot might well have been one of the
advisers of that most unlucky sovereign, and one of the framers
of the constitution of 1791. Rightly does Marcel, in his essay
on de Tocqueville, trace the descent of French Liberalism from
the traditions of the great reforming ministers of the eighteenth
century, from Choiseul to Mirabeau, and from the school of
Montesquieu, with its trust in the supreme value of law and
institutions. But closer even than the reformed monarchy of
the ancien regime was the unreformed parliamentary system
of Great Britain. To the French Liberal, England—pre-i832
England, the England of rotten boroughs and of municipal
corruption—had solved the problem of government, of order
and freedom. Bring English institutions across the Channel
and everything will go well, and even those who, for various
reasons, were less certain of England being a paradise saw in
her the preferable alternative to a worse evil, that of American
democracy. " If you will not cross the Channel with us, then
you will have to cross the Atlantic,7' said Thiers, expressing in
June 18 71 an idea he had held all his life ; and he added : " One
may be free in Washington, but one is freer in London ";
while more advanced thinkers agreed with the Due de Broglie
—a left-wing Liberal in spite of his title—that " constitutional
monarchy of the English type was a necessary transition to
the full democracy that was the ultimate system for civilized
countries." And not institutions only, but history as well. The
parallel between the course of the English and French re-
volutions has too often been drawn for us to repeat it here, but
its direct influence on French Liberal thought can scarcely be
exaggerated. It is not too much to say that after the Restoration
of 1814, which they compared to 1660, French Liberals lived in
a messianic hope of 1688 ; and that when 1830 miraculously re-
moved the Bourbon-Stuarts and substituted the Orleans-Orange
dynasty they made the mistake of thinking the course of history
had now come to a standstill. Possessing only a superficial
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